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ARTICLE I: NAME

The name of the organization shall be Friends and Neighbors of Washington Park, Denver, Colorado, hereafter referred to as FANS. 


ARTICLE II: MISSION

FANS is a volunteer group whose mission is to preserve and enhance the character and safety of Washington Park, Denver, Colorado through advocacy, education, and investment.
 

ARTICLE III: PURPOSE

FANS is organized exclusively for the charitable purposes expressed under Section 501 (c) (3) of the Internal Revenue Service Code or corresponding section of any future tax code. Any assets will be used exclusively for tax exempt purposes, in support of the mission of the organization.


ARTICLE IV. MEMBERSHIP AND DUES

Section 1. Membership in FANS shall be open to any person who shares an interest in
the activities. 

Section 2. Membership shall be strictly voluntary and may end at any time determined by the member. 

Section 3. The Board may recommend annual assessment of dues that will be approved by the Board and enacted in that year. 


Section 4. A member shall be defined as one who, pays dues, when assessed by the membership, and participates in any of the FANS projects within the past year. 


ARTICLE V: OFFICERS

Section 1. All Officers shall be active participants of the organization.

Section 2. The Officers shall be a President, a Treasurer and a Secretary.

Section 3. The Officers shall be elected by the Board

Section 4. Officers shall be elected for one-year terms.

Section 5. There are no limits to the number of terms that an officer can serve. 

Section 6. The president shall preside at all meetings. In the absence of the president another officer or board member shall preside, as designated by the president. 


ARTICLE VI: BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Section 1a. The FANS Board of Directors shall govern the affairs of the organization and will consist of a minimum of five members, not to exceed eleven. Board members shall be elected by the membership at the annual meeting.

b. Each member of the Board shall be an active member of FANS. 

c. The Officers elected pursuant to Article IV shall automatically be members of the Board. 

Section 2. In case of a resignation, another active member may be elected by the active membership to take that Board member’s place. 

Section 3. There shall be no term limits accorded to those serving as Board members, but rather the Board members shall serve “at will.” 

Section 4. The specific duties of the Board shall be identified in Officer Guideline documents, which shall be updated at least every two years. 

Section 5. A quorum is established by the active members present at Board or general meetings. 

Section 6. Members of the Board of Directors shall have no personal liability for actions as Board Members. 


ARTICLE VII: MEETINGS

Section 1a. Meetings shall be generally held monthly, as established by the Board, at the Volunteers for Outdoor Colorado (VOC) “Bath House” Building in Washington Park, Denver, Colorado, or any other location chosen by the Board. 

b. Notices of meetings will be sent prior to the meeting to the members by the Board designee, via electronic newsletter.

c. Annual elections for board members and proposed officers will be held in April unless otherwise established by the Board.

Section 2. Additional meetings may be scheduled at other times as deemed necessary by the Board, either by request of five or more members or by the Board itself, with prior notification given to all. 
Section 5. A quorum is established by the active members present at Board or general meetings. 

Section 6. Members of the Board of Directors shall have no personal liability for actions as Board Members. 


ARTICLE VIII: STANDING COMMITTEES AND TASK GROUPS

Section 1. The Standing Committees shall be established by the Board. The work of the Standing Committees shall take place as decided by its members. 

Section 2. Task Groups shall be formed at the direction of the Board to accomplish specific tasks and shall be disbanded when said tasks are completed. The work of the Task Groups shall take place as decided by their members.
 
Section 3. Participation on a Standing Committee or Task Group shall be voluntary on the part of the member.


ARTICLE IX: FINANCES

Section 1. The fiscal year shall be the calendar year. 

Section 2.  The Board shall establish a Finance Committee composed of the Treasurer, President, and up to three additional Board members.  The responsibly of the Finance Committee shall be as follows: 
a. Safeguard assets of the organization 
b. Maintain accurate financial records
c. Comply with all Federal and State accounting rules and regulations for non-profit organizations, including filing of annual tax return
d. Report financial statements on a monthly basis to the Board
e. Create and monitor Compliance and Internal Controls
f. Evaluate and recommend investment policy to the Board
g. Evaluate projects and make recommendations to the Board
h. Maintain accurate and timely registrations with City, County, State, and Federal agencies
i. Meet bi-annually, or more, as needed

Section 3. Any external contribution, donation, or other receipt to FANS may be ear-marked for a particular purpose and/or project by the donor or Board.  Any dues collected from the membership shall be used solely for operational expenses and projects approved by the Board. All receipts will be held in a bank account and/or in a professionally managed fund. 

Interest income earned from FANS assets shall be deemed to be unrestricted and its use determined by the Board.
Section 4. Grant Funding. The FANS may decide to apply for grants and may receive grant funds for specific projects or the general purposes of the organization. 
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ARTICLE X: DISSOLUTION
In the event of FANS dissolution, the assets of the corporation shall be apportioned by FANS Board to exempt organizations under 501 (c) (3) of the IRS Code or governmental organizations. No Board member or Officer of FANS or any private person shall be entitled to share in the distribution of any of FANS assets upon the dissolution of the organization.


ARTICLE XI: AMENDMENTS
The Bylaws of FANS may be amended at any meeting of the Board with a quorum by a majority vote of those present and voting, provided prior written notice has been given of the amendment. 
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